
8th Grade 4th 9 Weeks Unit Brainstorm 

 
Concepts from Curriculum Guide 

War, Power, Competition, Authority, Change, Conflict, Rights, Values, Citizenship, Globalization 

 

Generalizations (What I Want My Students to Know) 

1. Leadership and citizen action can greatly affect the outcome of war.  

2. War most often results in societal change. 

3. Competition for power can result following a war. 

4. Different values and beliefs often lead to conflict. 

5. Competition and challenges to authority can ignite change.  

6. Increased globalization brings change. 

7. Personal financial decisions can have far reaching consequences.  

 

Content Standards: Possible “I Can” Statements 

8.H.2.1 Explain the impact of economic, 

political, social and military conflicts on 

development of NC and US. 

● I can explain the economic and social impacts 

of WWII on the US.  

● I can provide the details of the impact leaders 

have on the social and political climate in 

post-WWII America. 

● I can tell ways the end of the Cold War 

impacted the US. 

8.H.2.2 Summarize how leadership and citizen 

actions influenced the outcome of key 

conflicts in NC and US. 

● I can provide the details of the impact leaders 

have on the social and political climate in 

post-WWII America. 

8.H.2.3 Summarize the role of debate, 

compromise, and negotiation, during 

significant periods in history of NC and US.  

● I can tell ways competition for power led to a 

cold war. 

● I can provide examples of historical and 

contemporary economic, political and 

cultural debates that have taken place in NC 

and the US.  

8.H.3.1 Explain how migration and immigration 

contributed to the development of NC and 

the US from colonization to contemporary 

times. 

● I can tell how globalization causes countries 

to depend on one another.  

● I can explain how immigration has changed 

the cultural environment of the US.  

8.H.3.2 Explain how changes brought about by 

technology and other innovations affected 

individuals and groups in NC and the US. 

● I can tell how advancements in technology 

impacted the outcome of WWII.  

● I can tell ways changes brought by technology 

and innovation during the Cold War affected 

Americans.  

8.H.3.3 Explain how individuals and groups 

have influenced economic, political and 

social change in NC and the US. 

● I can determine ways Americans worked to 

change the social problems of the nation 

during the Civil Rights era. 



8.H.3.4 Compare historical and contemporary 

issues to understand continuity and change 

in the development of NC and the US. 

● I can tell what has motivated the US to 

engage in conflict with other countries.  

● I can compare the social issues of the Civil 

Rights era to social issues of our nation 

today. 

8.G.1.3 Explain how human and environmental 

interaction affected quality of life and 

settlement patterns in NC and the US. 

● I can explain how environmental disasters 

impacted Americans. 

8.E.1.1 Explain how conflict, cooperation, and 

competition influenced periods of economic 

growth and decline.  

 

● I can explain the economic impacts of WWII 

on the US.  

● I can tell how the circumstances in post-war 

Europe led to competition for power.  

● I can tell ways the end of the Cold War 

impacted the US. 

8.E.1.2 Use economic indicators to evaluate the 

growth and stability of the economy of NC & the 

US. 

 

● I can explain the economic impacts of WWII 

on the US.  

● I can tell ways the overuse of credit leads to 

an economic recession.  

8.E.1.3 Explain how quality of life is impacted 

by personal financial choices. 

● I can explain the economic impacts of WWII 

on the US.  

● Reality Store Activities 

8.C.1.3 Summarize the contributions of 

particular groups to the development of NC 

and the US. 

● I can explain the social impacts of WWII on 

the US.  

8.C&G.1.3 Analyze differing viewpoints on the 

cope and power of state and national 

governments 

● I can tell ways individual state laws in the 

South limited civil rights for African 

Americans.  

8.C&G. 1.4 Analyze access to democratic rights 

and freedoms among various groups in NC 

and the US.  

● I can explain how the US responded to 

Japanese-Americans following the attack on 

Pearl Harbor.  

● I can determine what issues limited access to 

democratic rights and freedoms for 

individuals and groups in the US. 

● I can explain ways various human and civil 

rights issues have impacted NC and the US.  

● I can tell ways social issues in NC compared 

to those of the US during the Civil Rights era. 

8.C&G.2.2 Analyze issues pursued through 

active citizen campaigns for change.  

● I can determine what issues limited access to 

democratic rights and freedoms for 

individuals and groups in the US. 

● I can provide examples of citizen campaigns 

that maintained a democratic system.  

● I can tell the causes, circumstances, and 



outcomes of various issues that generated 

citizen action. 

8.C&G.2.3 Explain the impact of human and 

civil rights issues throughout NC and US 

history. 

● I can explain the impact social issues have on 

post-WWII America. 

 

Topics I Will Need to Teach to Help Students Understand the Generalizations (list 

specific topics you will teach) 

Continue WWI/Great 

Depression 

 

WWII/Cold War (15 days) 

 

 

 

 

 

Cold War/Civil Rights (15 

days) 

Modern Times (15 days) 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

Standards Based Vocabulary 

debate 

citizen action 

social change 

compromise 

negotiation 

distribution of power 

migration 

immigration 

technology 

innovation 

resources 

economic growth 

economic decline 

economic indicators 

quality of life 

financial choices 

Content Specific Vocabulary 

Reference Marzano Vocabulary List  pgs. 

239-249 

 

Yearly Review  

 

Facts My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B0PPN6O7QuAJa2hVZlZLdmhtSWNxaVQ0SGQ0MHJFbFRhTFY4/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/spreadsheets/d/1wrGhbXj_zsasKafJj1tMo50x92cOF8m-ObJy6T6ir6s/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

Skills My Students Need to Be Able to Apply Possible “I Can” Statements 

8.H.1.1 Construct charts, graphs, and historical 

narratives to explain particular events or issues. 

● I can construct charts, graphs, and historical 

narratives to explain events and issues 

related to WWII, Cold War, Civil Rights, and 

their relation to modern times.  

8.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of 

historical documents in order to establish 

context. 

● I can establish the theme or main idea of a 

historical document through its 

non-figurative meaning 

8.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to 

interpret various historical perspectives. 

● I can understand that historical texts often 

contain bias that reflects the culture of the 

society.  

● I can investigate a primary and secondary 

source to interpret historical text. 

8.H.1.4 Use historical inquiry to evaluate the 

validity of sources used to construct historical 

narratives. 

● I can formulate historical questions, gather 

data from a variety of sources, evaluate and 

interpret data and support interpretations 

with historical evidence to evaluate the 

validity of sources used to construct 

historical narratives during WWII, Cold 

War, and the Civil Rights Movement.  

8.H.1.5 Analyze the relationship between 

historical context and decision-making. 

● I can provide evidence from past events and 

circumstances that may have been 

contributing factors to contemporary 

problems and alternative courses of action.  

 

Resources I will Use to Help Students Learn (insert links wherever possible) 

● NCDPI SS Wiki 

● PBS: History Detectives 

● Technology for SS teachers 

● SAS Curriculum Pathways 

● http://www.socratica.com/ - quick videoclips to spark interest 

● NC Council for Social Studies 

● NC Civic Consortium 

● Primary Sources 

○ https://www.ourdocuments.gov 

○ Docs Teach  

○ http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides 

○ http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html 

○ National Archives - teaching with primary documents 

○ Teaching with Primary Sources  

● Annenberg Learner Website  

● Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 

● Smithsonian History Explorer 

http://ssnces.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/
http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/educators/
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/01/13-good-resources-for-social-studies.html#.VtcoB_k4G1u
https://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/portal/
http://www.socratica.com/
http://ncsocialstudies.org/resources/
http://ncsocialstudies.org/resources/
http://k12database.unc.edu/lesson/?s=&course=8th-grade-social-studies
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides
http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://tps.waynesburg.edu/project-activities-by-state/71-eastern-project-activities/281-north-carolina
http://www.learner.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://historyexplorer.si.edu/


● Problem- Attic 

● LIFE photo archives 

● America the Story of Us 

● World History For Us All 

● iCivics 

● Freedom - A History of US 

● Mr. Nussbaum 

● Explore News Through Maps 

● Caldwell County Schools Social Studies Page 

 

Possible ELA Integration 

ThinkCerca 

ReadWorks 

Newsela 

Common Lit 

Tween Tribune 
Channel One News 

Actively Learn 

 

http://www.problem-attic.com/
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
http://www.history.com/shows/america-the-story-of-us
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/shared/units.php
https://www.icivics.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/historyofus/teachers/index.html
http://mrnussbaum.com/united-states-history-for-kids/
https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B_mnJ2oXU-JiSlNkaC01UjVSUnc/view?usp=sharing
http://www.thinkcerca.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
http://commonlit.org/
http://tweentribune.com/
https://www.channelone.com/
https://read.activelylearn.com/#teacher/workspace

